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Saturday  afternoon  I  made  a  social  call  on  W.  R.  B.,  the  garden 
adviser.     That  is,  I  intended  it  for  a  social  call,  but  about  five  minutes 
after  my  arrival,  we  were  talking  shop.    W.  R.  B.  showed  me  some  pictures  of 
lettuce  —  beautiful  crisp  green  lettuce,  v ith  a  faint  tinge  of  pink  at  the 
tips  of  the  leaves. 


"I  wish  I  knew  more  about  gardening,"  I  said.     "I'd  like  to  make  a  hot- 
bed, or  whatever  you  call  it,   so  that  I  could  have  lettuce  and  radishes  early 
this  spring.     I  hate  to  wait  until  July  or  August,  to  have  salad  plants  from 
my  own  garden.     Isn't  there  some  way  I  could  start  vegetables,  and  also  flowers, 
this  month?" 


"Certainly  there  is,"  said  77.  R.  B.     "Get  Uncle  Ebenezer  to  make  you  a 
hotbed.     In  the  hotbed,  you  can  grow  lettuce,  radishes,  carrots,  and  beets. 
When  it  comes  to  starting  early  plants,  for  planting  in  the  garden,  I  recommend 
tomatoes,  peppers,  eggplant,  cabbage,  cauliflower,  celery,  and  lettuce.  As 
for  flowers,  it  isn't  necessary  to  start  many  of  the  flowering  plants  in  a 
hotbed,  but  if  you  want  early  blooming  plants,  such  as  petunias,  asters, 
zinnias,  ageratum,  and  phlox,  better  sow  the  seeds  in  pots  or  trays,  in  the 
hotbed.    This  way,  you'll  gain  two  or  three  weeks  in  the  blooming  period. 
However,  most  of  the  annual  flowering  plants  can  be  sown  in  the  open  ground, 
right  where  you  want  them  to  grow.     The  only  difference  is,  they  are  a  little 
later  in  blooming." 

"Well,  could  you  tell  me,"  I  asked,  "how  to  make  a  small  hotbed?  perhaps 
I  can  get  Uncle  Ebenezer  to  make  it,   if  you'll  tell  me  just  exactly  how,  so 
that  I  can  explain  it  to  him.    What's  the  difference  between  a  hotbed  and  a 
coldframe,.  anyway?" 

"The  main  difference  between  a  hotbed  and  a  coldframe,"  explained  W.R.B., 
"is  that  some  form  of  heat,  usually  bottom  heat,  is  provided  in  the  case  of 
the  hotbed,  but  the  coldframe  depends  mainly  upon  thr  heat  of  the  sun,  to  keep 
it  warm.    The  old-fashioned  hotbed,  filled  with  manure,  is  no  longer  practicable, 
under  most  conditions. 

"The  modern  hotbed  is  built  alongside  the  house,  and  is  heated  with  a 
coil  of  pipe,  or  a  radiator  connected  with  the  house  heating  system.  Sometimes 
the  coils  of  pipe  are  buried  in  the  soil  of  the  hotbed,  and  in  this  way  provide 
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£^^Citlai^3f"f*lllJoi,Bd  maxrare- heated  hotbed-  ^ite  °ften  these 

have  L  nZr^         I  v°r!T-  °f  a  Pit'  0n  the  south  side  of  the  house,  and 

As  a  ^1?  S^^°Hthe^aSenient-  fclB  nakB8  a  short  of  ^niature  greenhouse 
^orcrete  t  PlUS  Connected  with         house  are  built  with  brick  or 

concrete  v>a±ls,  wnich  are  permanent  and  durable." 


"What  kind  of  sash  do  you  cover  the  hotbed  with?" 


I  asked, 


three  row     "  1    tY^Z  7'^  l00t  hotbed  Sash'    Each  sash  is  Slazed  with 
sZciJl  l  x  J  QOuble,str^th  £la3S,  bedded  in  putty,  and  fastened  with 

Sited  ^nT^Ttl  f°r  ^  PUrp0Se'     Sash  of  this  *ind>  Sla^d  and 

horbed         t  $    J51606'"  thpee  °r  f°Ur  0f  these  sash  wil1  m^  ^  nice 

Ms  *ara*e.^ ^ardene^who  ha*  a  hotbed  located  on  the  south  side  of 
teatinTSL* \ll  I       «  with  pipes  connected  with  the  garage  heater.    When  the 

or  14  fn?hH  a^rt       "     ln  SOil  °f  th£  h°tbed'   thQy  are  spaced  about  12 

is  better  S™"*  wlth  ^  1$&St  8  inches  of  soil  ~  12  inches 

they  S    aad1one;f«*r*h  in=h  Pipes  are  recommended  for  this  purpose; 

ho^ld  £  ll!  ?°  pUCea  tha*  th6y  VVi11  have  a  ™ifo™  ^ade,  and  provision 

af  LVLu:rradL?or!"nS  °"  ^  ^  ^  ™lat*  in  the  pipes.  *»* 

W.  S.  B"At  ^  t6mperature  should  the  soil  of  the  hotbed  be  kept?"     I  asked 


of  the  son         E  lmP°rta^  question,"  he  said.     "As  a  rule,  the  temperature 
Plants      £L  t  ln  the  h0tb6d  Sh0uld  be  ^ow  ?0  degrees,  for  most 

S  -^t^  r  Ira  re  I*  controlled  mainly  by  ventilation,  which  is  secured 
uy  s.i&nt^y  raising  the  sash,  during  the  day  time." 

"When  should  the  bed  be  watered?"  I  asked  next. 

in  l,Another  good  question,"  replied  W.  R.  B.  "C-reat  care  must  be  taker 

"watering  the  hotbed;   it  should  be  watered  only  when  the  weather  is  bright, 
xhe  plants  should  be  dried  off  thoroughly,  after  watering,  by  means  of 
ventilation.     If  one  is  not  careful  about  watering  a  hotbed,  the  plants  are 
almost  certain  to  be  killed  by  the  disease  known  as  damping  off.  "it  really 
is  quite  discouraging  to  have  a  nice  bed  of  plants  in  the  hotbed,  and  then 
to  nave  them  suddenly  lop  over  and  die,  as  if  a  hard  frost  had  struck  them. 
Jamping  off  is  a  mean  disease;  careful  watering  and  plenty  of  ventilation 
are  about  the  only  ways  of  preventing  its  development.    Any  more  questions, 
Aunt  Sammy?" 

"What  about  coldframes?"  I  asked.     "Won't  they  take  the  place  of  hot- 
beds, and  be  a  lot  less  trouble?" 

h  h     -^Y8S'  thSy  —  l6SS  trouble'"  said  "i  coldframe  is  just  a  hot- 

Ded  without  neat;   in  fact,  you  can  run  your  hotbed  as  a  hotbed  during  the 
earner  part  oi  the  spring  season,  and  then  let  it  cool  down,  and  use  it  as  a 
coiarrame.     I  know  some  gardeners  who  build  a  hotbed  in  February  or  March- 
later  they ^ provide  plenty  of  ventilation  in  the  bed  and  use  it  as  a  coldframe, 
adantpJ  If, ^  SaSh  °ff  alt°Sether,  ana  allowing  the  plants  to  become 
aaapted  to  outdoor  conditions.     Of  course,  they  keep  the  sash  close  by,  and  put 

TeTti  ltZC&Se  01  fr0St'     ^  Care  °f  the  as  ^  watering  aid  ? 

iT«™ii  JU  ^  aS  that  °f  tke  hotbed>  e3CcePt  that  the  coldframe 

IS  usually  given    more  ventilation. 

-2- 


a-HiC. 


2/4 


"I  find  a  good  coldframe  a  wonderful  help,  because  I  can  grow  lots  of 
early  vegetables  in  the  frame.     Then  in  the  fall  I  continue  to  grow  lettuce, 
parsley,  radishes,  and  some  other  crops,  right  up  into  the  winter.     This  year, 
I  used  lettuce  from  my  coldframe  here  in  Washington,  D.  C,  until  after  New 
Year's.     I'm  still  using  parsley,  whenever  we  want  it  for  garnishing.     In  a  very 
few  days  now,  I'll  get  the  coldframe  started  again,  and  we'll  soon  be  having 
fresh  spring  vegetables  for  our  table.     There,  Aunt  Sammy,  you've  had  quite 
a  lengthy  discourse  on  hotbeas  and  coldframes.     Do  you  understand  the 
sub  j ec  t  tho r ough ly ? " 

"Well,  better  than  I  did.    But  I  wish  you'd  give  me  some  plans  for  making 
hotbeds  and  coldframes.     Don't  you  have  some  pictures,  and  directions?" 

W.R.3.  looked  through  his  file,  and  found  some  directions,  which  will 
make  it  much  easier  for  me  —  I  mean  for  Uncle  Ebenezer  —  to  make  a  hotbed. 
I  also  borrowed  a  copy  of  W.H.E.'s  bulletin,  called  "The  City  Home  Garden." 

If  you'd  like  to  know  more  about  town  hotbeds  and  coldframes,  or  if  you 
have  questions  about  spring  gardening,  I  suggest  that  you  write  to  the  Bureau 
of  Blant  Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
I'm  sure  your  questions  will  be  answered. 

Tomorrow:     "pin-Wheel  Cookies  for  the  Cookie  Jar." 


